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diligence of God, duelling might be revived I * * * But the
duel was never fought. Mrs. Steele made peace between
Captain O*Shea and his wife, the former being persuaded
to believe that what he had begun to suspect was an adulterous
relationship was only an association for political purposes,
Parnell added a comic touch to the affair by informing O'Shea,
even while he was preparing to go abroad to shoot him,
that Mrs. O*Shea was indispensable to him as a medium of
communication with the Government, and hoping that he
would have no objection after the duel to her continuing to
act in that capacity. Their relationship was known. Mrs*
Q'Shea records the fact that the villagers at Eltham on Guy
Fawkes* Day, 1880, brought an effigy of Miss Anna Parnell,
sitting side by side with an effigy of the Pope, to her garden
gate, where they remained for some time, cheering and hooting,
in the hope that she and Parnell would be drawn out to see
the cause of the trouble. Eventually, the villagers, dis-
appointed in their design, marched off to burn the effigies,
and when they had gone, Parnell, who is generally believed
to have been without wit or humour, remarked: "Poor
Anna! Her pride in being burnt as a menace to England
would be so drowned in horror at her company that it would
put the fire out.**1 In this year, too, at a time when Parnell
thought he was to be arrested, she concealed him3 in her
boudoir for a fortnight. She observes that no one knew he
was there, but we may suspect that her servants kept their
knowledge to themselves. It was during this period that he
read Alice in Wonderland as if it were a treatise on engineer-
ing or astronomy. " I do not think he ever thought it in
the least amusing, but he would read it earnestly from cover
to cover, and, without a smile, remark that it was a * curious
book/ "
1  Charles Stewart Parnell, by Katharine O'Shea, vol. i., p. 157.
2  Ibid.> p. 166.
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